Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 0 1 B ANGKO 1 1 645 27 1 054Z 

ACTION EA-09 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SS-I5 SP-02 INR-07 10-13 NSC-05 
DODE-00 CIAE-00 SCA-OI /053 W 

280330Z 078012 /72S 

R 17I0IIZMAY 77 
PM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2631 
INEO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

CONPIDENTIAL BANGKOK 1 1645 
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TAGS: PPOR, CASC, FR, VN 

SUBJECT: EVACUATION PLIGHTS PROM SAIGON: MONTH OP MAY 

REF: BANGKOK 11538 

SUMMARY: A PASSENGER FROM SAIGON RELAYED INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE BROWN FAMILY, PERSONS REMAINNG IN RE-EDUCATION 
IS A COMMON LAMENT AND CAMBODIANS DESCRIBE THEIR LIVES 
IN SAIGON. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING MONTH OP MAY, POUR FRENCH EVACUATIN PLIGHTS 
PRM SAIGON CARRIED A TOTAL OF 509 PERSONS, OR AVERAGE OP 
127 PASSENGERS PER PLIGHTS. COMPOSITIN BY NATIONALITY 
AS POLLOWS: 260 FRENCH, 176 VIETNAMESE, 1 INDIAN, 5 GREEK, 

18 CHINESE, 26 CAMBODIANS, 5 PILIPINOS, 1 SWISS, 3 
JAPANESE, AND 14 KOREANS. 

2. ALTHOUGH AIR PRANCE HAD EARLIER BEEN ADVISED THAT 
AMCIT TETESA REED WOULD BE ON BOARD MAY 26 PLIGHT, BANGKOK 
OPFICE RECEIVED ANOTHER TELEX PRIOR TO PLANE'S ARRIVAL 
INPORMING IT THAT HER DEPARTURE HAS BEEN POSTPONED. 
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3. FRIEND OP MRS. DANG THI TUAN PHUONG BROWN, WIPE OF 
DECEASED USAID EMPLOYEE CHARLES BROWN, AND MOTHER OP 
AMCIT RICHARD BENNY BROWN, BROUGHT OUT PLEA PROM MRS. BROWN 
ON MAY 26 POR USG ASSISTANCE IN HELPING HER AND HER SON TO 
DEPART VIET-NAM. RICHARD BENNY HAS RETAINED HIS AMERICAN 
PASSPORT AND THEY BOTH HAVE NOW RECEIVED LAISSEZ-PASSERS 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


WHICH FRENCH HAVE ISSUED AT OUR REQUEST. MRS. BROWN 
EORMALLY APPLIED TO SAIGON IMMIGRATION ONLY IN APRIL 1977. 

EOR PERMISSION TO DEPART. THE ERIEND SAID THAT THE BROWNS 
ARE LIVING IN POVERTY. 

4. OTHERS ON THE SAME ELIGHT SPOKE OE THE NUMBER OE 
PERSONSSTILL IN RE-EDUCATION. A WOWAN WITH CHILDREN LEFT 
VIET-NAM AETER WAITING FOR ALMOST TWO YEARS EOR HER 
HUSBAND-A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO NEITHER WORKED IN A 
SENSITIVE AREA NOR WAS A COMBATTANT-TO RE-EMERGE EROM RE- 
EDUCAIION; THE CASE WAS IDENTICAL EOR ANOTHER WIFE AND 
CHILDREN: THE HUSBAND WAS AN ARVN MAIOR WHO WORKED AS A 
PHARMACIST. IN NEITHER CASE HAVE THEY EVEN RECEIVED WORD 
THAT THEIR HUSBANDS ARE ALIVE SINCE THEY ENTERED 
RE-EDUCATION. A EORMER AIR FORCE SERGEANT WHO HAD TO 
ATTEND ONLY A WEEK'S RE-EDUCATION AND HAS TWICE IGNORED 
THE AUTHORITIES' REQUEST THAT HE RETURN TO HIS FORMER WORK 
OE AIRBORNE ELECTRONICS, GUESSED PERHAPS CONSERVATIVELY 
THAT ONLY ONE IN TEN PERSONS WHO ENTERED LONG-TERM RE- 
EDUCATION HAVE RE-EMERGED. THE SUBIECT IS ONE ON THE 
TONGUES OE EVERYONE WITH WHOM ONE SPEAKS TRAVELLING ON 
THESE ELIGHTS. 

5. THE LOCAL ELECTIONS EOR CITY AND PRECINCT PEOPLE'S 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PROCEEDED SMOOTHLY IN SAIGON ON MAY 15, 
ACCORDING TO PASSENGERS QUERIED. ONE WOMAN NOTED THAT THERE 
WAS FREE CHOICE AMONG THE CANDIDATES IN THE BALLOTING, 

BUT ANOTHER ARGUED VEHEMENTLY THAT THE CHOICES HAD BEEN 
MADE BEEOREHAND AND THAT THE PEOPLE WERE ONLY GOING THROUGH 
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THE MOTIONS ON ELECTION DAY. 

6. ON BOARD THE MAY 26 ELIGHT BOUND FOR FRANCE WERE ALSO 
APPROXIMATELY TEN SINO-CAMBODIANS, VARIOUSLY LISTED AS 
CHINESE, CAMBODIAN, OR VIETNAMESE. THEY SAID THEY HAD BEEN 
WAITING TO LEAVE VIET-NAM FOR TWO YEARS SINCE THEY ENTERED 
IT FROM CAMBODIA. GROUP REPORTED THAT A CAMBODIAN CAN 
SURVIVE IN ONLY ONE OF TWO WAYS IN SAIGON, EITHER BY 
STAYING WITH ANY RELATIVES THERE THAT ONE MIGHT HAVE OR BY 
LIVING OFF MONEY SENT IN FROM ABROAD, WHICH WAS THEIR CASE. 
CAMBODIANS WITHOUT SUCH MEANS OF SUPPORT ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
GO TO LIVE IN THE NEW ECONOMIC AREAS. ALL RIDICULED THE 
REPORT THAT THE SRV GIVES EACH CAMBODIAN SIX KGS OF RICE 
MONTHLY (REFTEL), SAYING THEY HAD NEVER HEARD OF ANY 
HAND-OUTS OF THIS KIND FOR CAMBODIANS. THEY WERE FULL 

OF RUMORS OF CAMBODIAN- VIETNAMESE CONFLICTS IN THE 

PARROT'S BEAK AREA AND FARTHER SOUTH, NOTING THAT VIETNAMESE HAVE 

DUG TRENCHES IN A NUMBER OF PLACES ALONG THE BORDER. THEY 

ALSO PASSED ON RUMORS OF RECENT, CONSIDERABLE VIETNAMESE 
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WHITEHOUSE 

NOTE BY ANALYSIS: DISSEMINATION CO-ORDINATED WITH S/S-0. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT, AIR TRANSPORTATION, EVACUATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 17-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BANGK011645 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770191-0195 

Format: TEL 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770551/aaaabrka.tel 

Line Count: 120 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 033bbe92-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 BANGKOK 11538 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 -Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2497510 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EVACUATION FLIGHTS FROM SAIGON: MONTH OF MAY 
TAGS: PFOR, CASC, SREF, FR, VN, CB, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/033bbe92-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



